[Results of late synovectomy of the hip in juvenile chronic arthritis].
The aim of this study was to examine the indication for total synovectomy of the hip in juvenile chronic arthritis. For this purpose, five children with six treated hips were followed up. At the time of synovectomy all patients were suffering from therapy resistance and progressive destructive coxitis, as a result of juvenile chronic arthritis. The procedure carried out must, consequently, be regarded as late synovectomy. At the time of the follow-up examination--at least 2 years after the operation--all patients had lasting relief from pain. The range of hip movement could not be improved, despite being accompanied by tenotomies and consistent rehabilitation in the postoperative years. The functional capacity in everyday life also failed to improve. During the post-operative radiographic follow-up the deterioration of the hips proceeded more rapidly than expected for this spontaneous course of treatment. The results lead to the conclusion that the relief of pain due to a late synovectomy of the hip is achieved at the expense of a rapidly progressive destruction of the joints. For this reason, the late synovectomy of the hip in juvenile chronic arthritis should be regarded as the last possibility where resistance to conservative therapy exists.